VERWOOD ALLOTMENT HOLDERS ASSOCIATION

OPEN MEETING

15 JULY 2009

Present: 

30 – 40 people including the following from the committee:


Jon Pearson
Gladys Bailey


Derek Scruby
Pam Parsons


Emma Prince
John Weaver


Alison Frost
Bill Seymour

Update from Committee:

· Association has been established including constitution being agreed, bank account set up, logo decided upon, membership forms distributed, contact information for people on allotment waiting list received from Verwood Town Council.

· Bournemouth Echo are behind us and are in contact with committee for updates of how we are getting on – keep an eye out for any stories on our quest!

· VAHA will join National Society of Allotments and Leisure Gardeners.  Two pounds of the £5 subscription fee will go towards society membership.  This gives us access to their advice and support.

· Membership forms should be sent back to Emma Prince if people want to join 

· [Post meeting note – Membership now stands at 49]

· We are investigating some land adjacent to Emmanuel School.  This is owned by Dorset County Council and is leased for grazing until 2012.  We have, via VTC, expressed an interest in this land when the lease ends.

· We are looking into a number of other possible sites and are feeding suggestions back to VTC for them to pursue on our behalf.

· We still need to contact Neil Farmer at East Dorset District Council (Emma Prince to do this)

Suggestions:

· Putting an advert on Landshare as an Association

· Establish a website and use this record the wealth of knowledge we have as a group.

· Contact the Legal Officer at NSALG (Brin Pugh?) and ask him what he thinks we should do next

· Look into the land around Cranborne mentioned in the Amenity Committee minutes

· Representatives from the committee to attend the Amenity Committee meeting on 1st Sept.  

· Update to whole group in October 2009.

· Contact Nick Snelgar who established a community vegetable garden in Martin

· Consider further publicity – Amateur Gardening magazine, Kitchen Gardens, Gardeners World magazine etc 

· Playing Fields in Three Cross are rarely used and could be a possible site [this has been fed back to Val Bright @ VTC who is looking into the viability of this site]

· We need a strategy led by the committee to attain our goal

· We should follow up conversations with council officers and councillors with an email or letter to ensure there is a record of what was discussed/agreed

· Should we challenge the Verwood Town Council Allotments Report, as we believe it to be inaccurate?

· Should we write to Local MPs to get their support?

· We should approach local landowners (quietly) either directly or via adverts at places such as Woolsbridge Foods, the Heavy Horse Centre.

· We should advertise for landowners who may have spare land they would lease to use in Verwood Roundabout.

· Use of Facebook or Twitter?

· Jan and Adrian Wareham own the Fuzzy bit and other land around Verwood.

Next Meetings:

· VAHA Committee Meeting: 7.30pm, 29 July 2009, 22 School Close, Verwood (Emma Prince’s Tel - 813175)

· Amenity Committee Meeting: 7.30pm, 1 Sept 2009, Verwood Town Council Offices – meeting decided to send representatives from committee only

